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FRITOR'S NOIE: NUFTH VILTNAM HAS NEVER ADMITTFD IT MAS YROOPS I
THE THOUCHINA KINGHOM OF LAOS, LPFI COKRESPONGENT FON CHANTARAJ WENT
0 THE COMMUNTST-CONYRULLED AREA AND MET WITH NOMTH VLT RAMESE
WLEIKRS WHO SAID THEY WOMLD STAY UNTIL THE AMEZRICARS LEAVE SQUIMEAST
ASla, MEEL IS KIS REPORT,

RY PN UHANTARAJ

PAK HAM KA LIS, LADT (UPI) ww ANY LGUBT THAT NOWTH VIET RAMESE
TO\DIERS KEMAIN LN LAGS DESPITE PRCVISLONS OF THE PEATE AGRFEMENT ARE
DISPELLED BY TWEIR OBVIOUS PRESENCE IN TNIS GriaLl. VILLAGE O8 THE :
CLAGE=FINE L1NE, _

NC LOCAL PATHET LAY GUERKILLAS ARE PRESENT KERE, ARDUT 100 MILES
EART OF VIENTIANE. KETFAN, A CMALL GARRISUN OF ABOYY 12 KGRTH
VIS THAMEGE GUARDS THE DEMARCATION LIKE OF COMMUNIST TERR1TORY . .

I GPOKE WITH THPR FRIDAY IN AN OFTEN TENEE RUT FHANK MEET ING,.

THEY OPESLY ALMIIILL WHD THEY WERE AND SAJD MOKL NUMTH VIETNARSE
IRODPS WERE STATIONED NEAREY.

TEVY aLG0 Sall THLY EXPLCT TO BF OR LAOTIAN S0)L INDEFINITELY ~e
UNTLi. NUNIN VINTNAM HAS ADMIEWVEL IIS &I8 OF SEXING THE END OF
ARERICAR MIL{TARY PRESENCF IN SOUTHEAST ‘ASLA.

THREE DTHER 1.AUTIAN JOURNALISTS, TWOD VIFNTJANE GOVERNMENT MILITARY
OFRICHhRG AND 'OYSELE TRAVELED 10 PAK NBA%M xe LrNa, WHEOF THE COMAUNLSTS
SPLIT THE COUNIXY [N TWO AND PUsueL AL THY WAY TO THE THAILAND BORDER
IEFORE THE FERGUMIY 1575 CEASE=rIne WENT INTO FI¥FECT.

THE DIVIUISE L INF DETWEEN GOVENNMENS AND QOMMUSIST TFRRITORY 1% AT :
THE NAN XA DING RIVFR, VHERE 1T YLOWS INTG TME @EKGNG RI1VER. :

VILLAGERS MOVE FREFLY BACK AND FORTH T0 O THEIR MARKETING, AN 1T
WAR FASY FOR U8 TO CROSS TO THE SOUTH SIDE OF TRE RIVER.

VE DID NOT DISCLOSE OLN REAL IDENTITY AND TOLL THF NORTH VIETNAESE
VI WERE TRAVELKRS 1O0XING FUR RELATIVES AMUNG THE PATHET LaG, But 17
WAZ OBVIOUS THAT AS GTRANGERE THFY 01O NOYT TRUST us,

AL WE CIANBED THE RIVER JN A SMALL BCAT, A CREEN-UN[FURMED GUARD
VITH & CHINESE ARGV AGSAULY RIFLE GALLED OUY IN VIETNAAESE, AMD TwO ,
OF KIS TOMRaDES RAN UF, VE VERE JAKEN T THE BI1GGEST OF THE
APPHOALMATELY' 1> HUTS THAT MAKE P THIS VILLAGE,

WE WFRF INTROGUCED TO T COMMANDER OF TME NORTH VIFTNAMESE, WwHO
IOENTIFIED HIMERELY AR “ONG ELET™ (ONG MEANY Mk, IN VIETHanESE), ME
WOILD BOT LET (S LO ANY FURTHER WITHOUT AN GFFICIAL PASS BUT VAS
QUITR WILLING YO TalX POLITICH 1h KIS EHOKEN LAOTIAN,

THE LAY PLAGE AGREFMENT PROVIDED TIAT ALL FORE}GN FORCES WERE T0
FAVE LEFT THE CCUNTRY EY JUKL 4, 00 DAYS AFTER THE NEW COALITIOW

GOVENKMENT WAS FORMED I8 VIENILANE, BUT BIET SA1D “wE wiLl mof *
WITHORAW AS L?NG AS AMEKICANS ARF STILL IN LAQS AND STILL IN
i¥A LLAND, ’

"FIRST WE FXPELLED THE ¥HiNCH COLGNIALS, AND NOW WE ARE EXPELLING \
InE AMERICANS,™ !

Yste SPOKESMEN SAY THAT ALL AMERICAN mIL1TARY ADYISERS AND
. IBREGULAN THOOPS FROW TMAILANE WERE KEMQVID EEFORE THL JUNE DEADLINE
THILE AN ESTIMATED 3C,000 TO 50,000 NGRTH VIETNAMESE SOLUIRKS REMAIN

% 1a08, ‘ .

EALT SAID THAT MANY AMERICAN MILITARY PERSONSEL VERE ST1LL
“CAMAFLOLGED™ "IN VIENTIANE.

TULR MISSION 1S JO UEFEAT AND DRIVF THE AMERICANS DUT OF INDOCHINA
45 WELL AS 1O STAY ON UNTIL U.5. AIRPASES 1IN THALILAND ARF. VACATED,®
W Ralp sAID.

BIET, WHO 5310 WE VAE 25 YFARS OLD AND MAD A VIFE AND
THREE=YEAR=GLD CHILL 1N NOHTH VILTNAN, WAS CBVIGUSLY NERVOUS AND
CONSTANTLY TAFPED WIS FOOT M) CLENCHED HS RIFLE AS ME SFUKE,

GHCE OR TWIGE, WHEN THiWE WAS & SUDGEN NOISE OUISIDE, ME STIFFENED
&NTI RHUOUGHT u}s VEAPON TO 1Mr MEADY,

WE HAD AN RESPECTALLY #AD MOMENT WHEN A GOVERNMENT MELICOPTER
LARUED AT THME 'VIDNTIANE GANKISON OGN TME NOHTH SIDE OF THE RIVER, .
ABGUT %00 METENE AVAY, PIET'S SOLDIENS GRALRED A SMALL ANT1=AIRICRAFT :
MSYNILy THAT CaN DE FIRED FHUM THE BHOULDER aNGC SCRAMBLEV QUTSBIOE,

TREY MUST MAVE THOUGHT WF \AD BAITFy THEM INTO A TRAP,
o TO FASE THh TENSION, 1 AGKED IF I COULL HAVE A PUFF OM A PIPE THAT
ONE OF THE YOuNU NORTH VIET NAMESL HAD REFN SMOKING, :

L BAGLED, "COUGHED AND IME SULDILK LAUGHED., "VIETNAMEBE RED. TOBACGU
1§ CINONGER THAN THE LADTIAN KIND,™ ME SAlD. .

HE 51D ME ‘WAS {9 YEAKS OLD ANL MAD FEEN IN THE ARMY IN LAQS RyER
SINCE LEAVING SCHUCL IN NUNTM VIETKAM THREE YE&R3 AGQ.

BIE! SILENGED WIS YOUNCHH COMKALE IN VIETNAMESE WwHEW HE GOT T0Q
FRIENDY Yo THE ‘OLDER SOLBIER PREFERRED Tu TALK IN IDEOLOGICAL TERNS, '

THERE I8 NO GUCW TRING AS SUNTN VIETHAM &ND NORTM VIET®AM,” NE
lUs "THERF 15 ONLY 0Nk VIETNAM. TRERE ARE 40 MILLION VIETNAMESE
PEOPLE, AND WE ARF PICHTING 200 MILLION AMERICANS.

IF TMEY MAD NOT SIGNED THE CEASE-FIRE, WE wOULD HAVE GONE ALL THE
VAY TO VIENTIANE," '

WHEN WE LERT IO CROSS BACK TC THE GUUENNNENT SIDE, BIEY ESCORTED
Ui TO THE RIVERDANK AND SHODK HANDS FORMALLY WITH EACK OF Ug,

TEE YOU AGAIN," HE SAll VEHY SLOWLY AND DELIBERATELY, HIS MANNER
MR AL URROMFORTABLE. 1 DIDN'T FEEL BETTER VUNTIL THE BOAT REACMED
THE DFMOSTTE BAGK,

ABUVE IS A REPEAT T0 B WIRE POINTS
UPL ¢6+30 Datts PED

No Objection To Declassification in Full 2011/04/28 : LOC-HAK-261-3-34-1

Gy L
NI ]



